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Mary Lyon Sumner Warren  (1855-1920) 

By William D. Clark, with help from Mary Sumner Warren’s Great Grandchildren; Cathy Ann Clark, 

Peggy Sproul, Ellen Hodos, Diana Perkins, Carol Day and Tom Latham.   

In the late 1850’s South Bend, Indiana was 
developing into a boom town in northern Indiana.  
Notre Dame awarded its first degrees in 1849 and the 
first train to reach South Bend arrived in 1851.  The 
Oliver Chilled Plow Company started making plows 
there in 1855 and Studebaker made their first wagon 
in 1857. 

Singer Sewing Machine moved into town in 1869 to 
take advantage of the walnut groves nearby and 
would go on to make as many as ten million sewing 
machine cabinets a year.  But it was still a relatively 
small town with the population in 1860 reported at 
3,832. 

The railroad tracks through South Bend passed over 
Springbrook Bridge which was located in an area 
close to the present intersection of Ironwood and 

Lincoln Way East. In 1859, a small rivulet, too small 
to be called a stream, ran through this area. The 
rivulet, which passed through a culvert beyond the 
railroad bridge, was dry most of the year and 
satisfactorily handled typical rainfall.  When the 
culvert was constructed, however, local farmers 
warned that it would likely not allow the water to 
flow properly under conditions of heavy rainfall. This 
warning was ignored, and on June 27, 1859, the 
conditions the farmers had feared became a reality.  
That afternoon and evening, South Bend received 
pouring rain. Despite the rain, at 8:30 p.m., an 
express train safely passed through without incident. 

Another train was due to pass through South Bend 
later that evening.  Susan Sumner and her children 
Alice, Neville  and Mary were traveling on that train, 
bound for Eastford. 

Mary and Charles O. Warren’s home in Eastford, between 1886 and 1904.    Left to right, unknown man, 
Mary Lyon Sumner Warren, Caroline Sumner (Mary’s aunt), unknown child, Lydia Sumner (Charles’ adop-
tive mother), Susan Florence Warren (Mary and Charles’ daughter), and an unknown woman.  This home 
once stood in front of Eastford Building Supply. 



Roxy Child married Increase Sumner in 
1820 and settled in Eastford.  They had 

two daughters, Susan Elizabeth, born 
in 1821, and Caroline Matilda, born 
in 1824.  In Eastford, in 1847, 

daughter Susan married Increase 
Sumner’s half nephew, Increase 
J. Sumner.  Increase J. was 

born in Homer, NY, where his 
father was one of the first 
settlers in 1802.  After Increase 

J. and Susan married, they 
moved first to Syracuse, then to 
Homer, NY, and finally to 

Rockland, Illinois, now part of 
Lake Bluff, near Chicago.   They 
had three children, Alice, born 
about 1849, Neville Eugene, born 

August 16, 1852 and Mary Lyon 
Sumner, born June 12, 1855. 

It appears Susan was not happy in 
Rockland as in her diary she quotes 
Uncle Tom’s cabin "But to live, to 

wear on day after day, of mean, bitter, low, servitude, 
every nerve dampened and depressed, ever lower of 

feeling gradually smothered, ......"  

In June 1859, Susan and the three children aged four, 

six and nine, got on the train in Chicago to go back to 
Eastford to visit her parents and her sister Caroline.  
Her diary indicates that she was intending to stay in 

Eastford. 

The following report was published in the Davenport 

Daily Gazette, Davenport, IA, 4 Jul 1859 and other 
newspapers throughout the country:   

A little before midnight, the night express from 
Chicago passed South Bend, [with] Mr. Osgood, 

conductor, and T. Chulip, of La Porte, engineer, one 
of the most careful ones on the line. The passengers 
all testified as to how carefully he had run his train 

when it passed over a bridge or other locality he 
thought might be dangerous. He checked up the train 

when passing the Studebaker bridge, less than a mile 
west of the ravine, and then regarding the 

embankment as unquestionably safe, increased his 
speed. He must have been running, however, at less. 
than twenty miles per hour when he reached the fatal 

spot. The embankment was, beyond a doubt, 
thoroughly water-soaked and ready to give way as he 

reached it; and the weight of the train, or any other 
violent concussion, was all that was needed to 

complete the work of destruction. Down went the 

track, train, embankment and all, into the 
narrow gorge. The tender, baggage car, and 

two second-class cars mostly shattered 
into fragments, piled up their ruins on 

the engine upon the opposite side of the 
bank. Two passenger cars followed, 

landing nearer the center of the 
channel, and the sleeping car, the 
last of the train, with all its inmates, 

escaped apparently uninjured, 
though taking the frightful leap 

with the rest. The vast volume of 
water thus released by the 

destruction of the dam which had 
confined it, swept for a few moments 

over them, carrying several, who 

finally escaped down its stream, and 
drowning many others.   

Of the approximately 150 passengers 
aboard the train, 40 were immediately 
pronounced dead. Many bodies were 
not found until days later when it was 
discovered that they had drowned and 

that their bodies had been carried downstream. The 
exact number of dead is unknown. 

The ringing of church bells alerted South Bend and 
Mishawaka residents to the tragedy. Many people 
showed up in the early hours of the morning to help 
out and attend to the wounded. 

According to family folklore, Susan threw four year 
old Mary out the train window and she was able to 
grab some bushes on the bank.  Another lady, Ann 
Hasbrook, also thrown from the train, was there with 
her and encouraged her to hang on.   

Susan, Alice and Neville were killed in the wreckage. 
Increase J. Sumner came from Illinois to get Mary.  
Since Susan, Alice and Neville are buried in 
Eastford’s Old Cemetery and Mary is listed in the 
Eastford 1860 census,  Increase J. may have picked 
up the bodies of his wife and children and brought 
Mary with them back to Eastford.  He may have 
decided that Mary would be better off with her 
grandparents and left her with them.  Increase J. 
moved back to Illinois where he soon married Ann 
Hasbrook, the lady that was with Mary in the wreck.  
She died a couple years later from the stress of the 
wreck and he married Lucy Lane.  Increase J. Sumner 
is listed in the 1870 census as a 51 year old retired 
druggist and in 1880 he is living in Florida.  He must 
have been quite successful. Increase J. died at his 
home in Florida.   He probably never came back to 
Eastford to see Mary. 

 

Susan Elizabeth Sumner 
Courtesy of Carol Day 



Mary grew up in Eastford and in 1877 married 
Charles O. Warren.  Charles began life the son of 
Francis Edwin Whitaker and Mary Jane Norman.  An 
1859 divorce decree stated that Mary Jane divorced 
Francis for “drunkenness, intolerable cruelty, adultery, 
and desertion.”   Letters from Mary Jane state that she 
“gave” Charles O. to Isaac Warren and Lydia Sumner 
Warren as they were childless.  Charles became 
Charles O. Warren and received a high school 
education and went on to be a grocer in Eastford and 
represented Eastford in the Connecticut State 
Legislature in 1885.  Charles and Mary had two 
children, William Sumner Warren and Susan Florence 
Warren. 

Charles ran the Isaac Warren store in Eastford Village.  
William did not want to be a store keeper, he wanted 
to farm. The 1900 census shows William to be a farm 
laborer.   After Charles died in 1902, William made a 

trade with his cousin Ed Sumner, the store for Ed’s 
farm.  Ed went in with his father-in-law and the store 
became Jackson and Sumner’s.  William Sumner 
Warren became very successful on his farm on Mill 
Bridge Road.  

Charles and Mary’s son William married Lillian 
Bosworth, one of twelve Bosworth children, and they 
had four children, Sumner, Margaret, Alfred and 
Carolyn. 

Charles and Mary’s daughter Susan Florence Warren 
married Oliver Latham and had three children, Susan, 
Frances and Henry. 

Mary died on April 15, 1920 and is buried with her 
husband Charles in Eastford’s Grove Cemetery. 

 

Wood engraved view of the wreck published in Frank 
Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper, New York, dated July 
16, 1859. 

Susan, Alice and Neville’s grave marker in Eastford’s 
Old Cemetery. 

Mary Lyon Sumner Warren 



 

Right, a portion of a Sampler made in 1834 by Susan 
Sumner, age 12, in the possession of Cathy Clark.  
More on the sampler in a future issue of the Eastford 
Historical Society Quarterly. 

William and Lillian Bosworth Warren 
and their children Alfred, Sumner, 
Carolyn and Margaret.   

Isaac Warren’s Store and Post Office in the center of 
Eastford, about 1900.  Now Olsen’s Design Center, still 
standing across from Bowen’s Garage. 

Mary Lyon Sumner Warren and her daughter Susan 
Florence Warren Latham at a 1916 Colonial Tea 
Party at The Castle.   
Photo from Tom Latham collection. 

Florence Warren Latham with her children Frances, Henry and 
Susan. 


